
St Maria Goretti: heroic chastity and forgiveness

Young Maria died resisting the advances of the neighbour who attacked her but forgave him and 
prayed for him so powerfully that he came to repent of his crime, beg forgiveness of her mother and 
end his life as a lay brother in a Capuchin monastery.

She was born in 1890 into a poor farming family, in Corinaldo, Italy. As a young girl she had to care 
for the house and family while her mother worked. One day Alessandro, her neighbour’s son
threatened to stab her if she refused his advances. She said “No …it is a sin! God doesn’t want it!”
Although she was to die of her injuries she understood that he needed something from her, so she 
gave him her forgiveness, and the forgiveness of God inn her final hours. 

Years later while in prison he had a dream. He saw the girl he had killed handing him lilies. When 
he woke he knew that the forgiveness she had given him was at work in him and he began to accept 
the forgiveness of God, and went on to beg Maria’s mother for her forgiveness. In 1950, Pope Pius 
XII canonised Maria with her family present. For Alessandro she had become an intercessor, a sister 
and a friend.1
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